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expedition ate no animal food except fish and nothing cooked with ghl (melted butter). They did not shave or bathe or have their clothes washed or indulge in sexual intercourse, or give away anything in charity or throw any part of their food to dogs or jackals. At one time they ate no salt or turmeric, but this rule was afterwards abandoned. But if the Sourka or first murder took place within the seven days they considered themselves relieved by it from all these restraints.
A Thug seldom attained to the office of Bhurtote or 19. strangler until he had been on several expeditions and acquired the requisite courage or insensibility by slow degrees. At first they were almost always shocked or frightened ; but after a time they said they lost all sympathy with the victims. They were first employed as scouts, then as buriers of the dead, next as Shamsias or holders of hands, and finally as stranglers. When a man felt that he had sufficient courage and insensibility he begged the oldest and most renowned Thug of the gang to make him his chela or disciple. If his proposal was accepted he awaited the arrival of a suitable victim of not too great bodily strength. While the traveller was asleep with the gang at their quarters the guru or preceptor took his disciple into a neighbouring field, followed by three or four old members of the gang. Here they all faced in the direction in which the gang intended to move, and the guru said, " Oh Kdli^ Kunkdli, Bhudkdli^ Oh Kali, Mahd Kdliy Kalkatdwdli ! If it seemeth to thee fit that the traveller now at our lodging should die by the hands of this thy slave, vouchsafe, we pray thee, the omen on the right" If they got this within a certain interval the candidate was considered to be accepted,and if not some other Thug put the traveller to death and he had to wait for another chance. In the former case they returned to their quarters and the guru took a handkerchief and tied the slip-knot in one end of it with a rupee inside it. The disciple received it respectfully in his right
1 * Oh Kali, Eater of Men, Oh great     found a widow about to be burnt as a
Kali of Calcutta.3    The name Calcutta     sacrifice   to   Kali.      He rescued her,
signifies Kali-ghat or Kali-kota, that is     married her, and founded a settlement
Kali's ferry or house.     The story is     on the site, which grew into the town
that Job Chamock was exploring on     of Calcutta, the banks of the  Hoogly,   when  he